620                     A MODERN COMEDY
" I've told you I don't remember ; he shouldn't have
listened."
" Very well! So you feel quite happy about having
written that paragraph and said nasty things of Mrs. Mont
behind her back in her own drawing-room ? "
Marjorie Ferrar grasped the Box till the blood tingled
in her palms. His voice was maddening.
u Yet it seems. Miss Ferrar, that you object to others
saying nasty things about you in return. Who advised
you to bring this action ? "
" My father first;  and then my fiance"
" Sir Alexander MacGown. Does he move in the same
circles as you ? "
" No ;   he moves in Parliamentary circles."
" Exactly ; and he wouldn't know, would he, the canons
of conduct that rule in your circle ? "
" There are no circles so definite as that."
" Always willing to learn, Miss Ferrar. But tell me, do
you know what Sir Alexander's Parliamentary friends
think about conduct and morality ? "                                i
" I can guess.    I don't suppose there's much difference."
" Are you suggesting, Miss Ferrar, that responsible
public men take the same light-hearted view of conduct
and morals as you ? "
66 Aren't you rather assuming, Sir James, that her view
is light-hearted ? "
" As to conduct, my lord, I submit that her answers
have shown the very light-hearted view she takes of the
obligations incurred by the acceptance of hospitality, for
instance. I'm coming to morals now."
" I think you'd better, before drawing your conclusions,
What have public men to do with it ? "
" I'm suggesting, my lord, that this lady is making
a great to-do about words which a public man, or any